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               Has it been two weeks since that wonderful gathering of bee-

keepers here in N.W. Georgia?   I want to thank everyone who partici-

pated in the G.B.A. Fall Meeting 2009 in Rock Spring, GA for making it a 

very special event, and one to be remembered by one and all for years to 

come.  Who could possibly forget Dr. Tom Seeley, Dr. Jamie Ellis, Dr. Fred 

Hossler and Mr. J.B. Lemon as they assisted the Barber Shop Quartet “The 

Rock City Four”, in the entertainment during our low country boil?     

As enjoyable and memorable as the meeting was, let us stop to remember 

those who might not have been able to attend.  No one could have pre-

dicted the severity of the weather or how extraordinary its’ impact would 

be on individuals, leading up to the event.  Extreme weather conditions 

are never good for bees or beekeepers and can cause unexpected stress, 

damage and losses.  There also always exist the possibilities of an unex-

pected illness, which can change any and all plans we might have made.  

If you weren’t able to attend the meeting, for what ever reason, please 

know that your fellow beekeepers missed you and were wishing you the 

very best outcome possible.     

I especially want to thank past President, Bob Binnie for his selection, se-

curing and scheduling of the event speakers.  They came armed with a 

broad range of timely and relevant topics.  After several presentations, I 

heard individuals comment on the high information quality and how im-

pressive the material presented had been on their thinking regarding a 

subject, event in a colony, method or practice.  Individuals were heard to 

say “think I might try that next year in my …” With that, we assume and 

appreciate the speakers’ impact on the individual attendee and bee-

keeper.  That in turn should impact their understanding of the honeybee, 

beekeeping practices and our hobby, sideline or industry. 

I offer to P.N. & Evelyn Williams, congratulations on their being awarded a 

Lifetime Membership in the Georgia Beekeepers Association.  You have 

greatly served this state association, local associations and other educa-

tion related initiatives with your contributed vision, imagination and faith-

fulness in personal involvement.  May you exercise this right of member-

ship for many years to come.  I know the membership joins me in offering 

you thanks, congratulations and best wishes. 
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 The 2009 Beekeeper of the Year Award was presented to Keith Fielder, who also presented an excel-

lent program “Nectar Bearing Trees and Plants of Georgia”, as part of the Fall Meeting. His presenta-

tion created interest in the planting of “bee forage crop” among several of our local beekeepers.  He 

has contributed at many levels to the state, local organizations and educational efforts through his 

willingness to exercise and share, his knowledge and skills.  Keith truly exhibits a unique personal 

character, the professional skills and citizenship qualities; our association can be very proud of his 

being our representative.  Congratulations Keith! 

I would be remiss, if I didn’t mention the representation and support of vendors, industry organization 

representatives, and youth education opportunity groups at the GBA Fall 2009 Meeting.  We truly en-

joyed having a very full vendor room.  As always in the vendor room there are the “old tried and famil-

iar” and the “new first time available” items.  Everyone enjoyed roaming through looking and visiting.  

We thank our vendors for their participation and contributions in support of the GBA.   

GBA Spring 2010 Meeting, February 12-13, 2010, will be located in Moultrie, GA. This is the home 

town of Rossman Apiaries.  Speakers, location and all the many details are being worked on as I 

write.  Details will be published as soon as they are available.  Please start making your plans early to 

attend this meeting in a wonderful warm (no promise) location in February.  

In closing I would like to again thank everyone for coming to the Northwest Georgia area for a visit.  I 

also take great pride in offering my special thanks to the Northwest Georgia Beekeepers Association 

membership for their tremendous contribution and hard work in supporting their organizations host-

ing and support effort of the GBA Fall Meeting 2009. 

Regards 

David B. Reed, President 

Georgia Beekeepers Association   

 

 

Henry County Beekeepers Club 

Nov 10th 7:00 pm 

Speaker will be Keith Delaplane  

For more info go to www.henrycountybeekeepers.org 

Or contact Tom Bonnell  770-473-5434 
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Georgia Beekeepers Association 

Fall Business Meeting 

September 26, 2009 

 

 The fall meeting of GBA was held at the Walker County Civic Center in Rock Spring, Georgia.  Presi-

dent Bob Binnie called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm.  He welcomed everyone. 

The treasurerôs report was presented by Virginia Webb.  See page 5 for a detailed listing.  Virginia also re-

ported that we had 189 people registered for this weekend, including 25 speakers and vendors.   

Bob Binnie surveyed the attendees to find out how many states were represented at the meeting.  Tennessee, 

Alabama, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, Kentucky and Virginia were all represented along with 

Georgia by  attendees or vendors. 

Northwest Georgia Beekeepers had the largest contingent at the meeting. 

Committee reports were waived. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 Bob Binnie introduced Keith Fielder.  Keith told the group about the Georgia Department of Agricul-

ture Small Commodity Grant that he was invited to write.  After three rewrites and about forty pages, the GBA 

was awarded a $7,500 grant.  The funds have already been allotted, as written in the grant, to promote our 

commodity to the public.  The  funds will be managed by the Board, with some going to the  UGA Department 

of Agriculture and some going towards a new large audio visual screen to be used at meetings.  GBA will be 

promoting    ñ Georgia Honeyò. 

The GBA Buzz Fund received three new contributions.   

  * Northeast Georgia Mountain Beekeepers Club contributed $300.00 

 * Metro Atlanta Beekeepers Association contributed $200.00 

 * Forsyth Beekeepers lost Earl Gandy on July 10, 2009.  He was the rock of the bee club and had been 

President, Vice President and Secretary over the years.  Through the efforts of the club, they contributed 

$2,500 to the GBA Buzz Fund. 

 Tom Bonnell is founding a new Henry County Bee Club.  He has requested $250.00 for start up funds.  

He has the required by-laws, a constitution, officers, and a meeting schedule lined up. Ernest Seckinger made 

the motion that we give Henry County the start up funds.  Carl Webb seconded the motion.  It was passed 

unanimously. 

 Virginia Webb introduced the Buzz Fund Challenge.  Her theme is ñ6 legs, 4 wings, 1 goalò to ask for 

contributions.  These funds will be earmarked for research projects in the state of Georgia and of GBAôs 

choice.  The recipients of these funds will agree to share results with GBA and speak at GBA meetings.   

 

 

   



 .Meeting Minutes Cont. 

    OLD BUSINESS 

 Keith Fielder, of the nominating committee, presented the following slate of officers for openings for 

the 2010 year.   

President : David Reed 

Vice President : Tom Bonnell 

Secretary :  Cindy Hodges 

Treasurer : Virginia Webb 

North District Director  (3 year term) : Cindy Bee 

Additional nominations were called for three times. 

Ed Mellon called for closing the nominations.  Max Cordle seconded the closing of nominations. 

Prior to the vote, Bob Binnie bestowed Honorary Lifetime Memberships to P.N. & Evelyn Williams. 

With the nominations closed, the vote was unanimous for the new board members. 

 Bob thanked the Northwest Georgia Beekeepers for their hard work and hospitality in hosting the fall 

GBA meeting.  Bob presented the Presidentôs hive tool to the incoming President, David Reed.  Bob then 

turned the Presidency and meeting over to David Reed for the coming year. 

 David accepted ñwith great prideò the Presidency of GBA.  He looks forwards to ñsharing the knowl-

edgeò by moving the meetings around to state to expose information to beekeepers in different areas of the 

state.  He thanked the speakers from the fall meeting. 

 The state currently has 16 local organizations and a poll was taken to see who had the most representa-

tion at the fall GBA meeting.  Northwest Georgia Beekeepers took that honor. 

 The raffle of the Fred Rossman hive raised $471.00 for GBA.  Lucy Kole of Northeast Georgia Bee-

keepers was the lucky winner. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 2:05 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Cindy Hodges 

 

 

 

 

Chattahoochee Valley Beekeepers Association Meeting 

November 9  7:00 pm 

Columbus State University, Elizabeth Bradley Turner Center 

Dr Jack Tidwell and his wife Eve will talk about Honey Therapy for cancer patients 



  
Treasurerõs Report 

 

$20,799.15 Checking Account 

$20,177.30 Money Market Account 

$ 4,628.89 PayPal Account 

$ 3,018.50 GBA Buzz Fund 

$ 7,500.00 Grant Fund (Keith Fielder) 

$ 1,118.00 $-H Scholarship Fund 

$   686.00  Jr Beekeepers 

_______________ 

$45, 636.24 Total Cash On Hand 

 

Additionally, there are CDõs at 2 banks: 

$15,393.66 

$ 2,892.62 

 

Total Financial Assets : $63, 922.52 as of September 24th, 2009. 

 

As Submitted by Virginia Webb   

Georgia Beekeepers Association  Spring Meeting 

February 12-13, 2010 

Plans are being made to have another great meeting!  Confirmed speakers include: 

Members Jennifer Berry, Keith Fielder and Bill Owens.  Other speakers will be announced in  

the next newsletter as they are confirmed. 

Fred and Ann Rossman will again be hosting the Friday night Fish Fry and Entertainment, as 

well as giving us all the opportunity to pick our equipment and supplies while we are there.   

Make sure you mark your calendars and make plans to attend!!! 



 Hampton Inn  

441 Hampton Way, NE  

Moultrie, GA 31788  

1-229 -616 -7777  

 

Cocomo Inn  

1713 1st Avenue SE  

Moultrie, GA  

1-229 -985 -2200  

 

Holiday Inn Express (New!)     

850 Veterans Parkway, N.  

Moultrie, GA 31788  

1-229 -890 -9900  

 

 

Econo Lodge  

1300 Veterans Parkway  

Moultrie, GA 31788  

1-229 -890 -8652  

 

Regency Inn  

2405 1st Avenue SE  

Moultrie, GA  

1-229 -985 -2052  

 

 

Moultrie, GA   Hotels 

Beekeeper of the Year 

 Congratulations to Keith Fielder, 2009 GBA Beekeeper of the Year.   Most of you are 

familiar with Keith from the GBA state meetings and the Beekeeping Institute.  He began 

his beekeeping at around age 6, helping his grandfather work bees.  After moving to Put-

nam County, Keith returned to beekeeping and before long it had become a large part of 

his life.  He has traveled over much of the state presenting beekeeping programs to bee-

keepers, garden clubs, GBA Farm Bureau meetings and many children's groups, represent-

ing  both GBA and UGA Extension.  He has also made national presentations at EAS annual 

meeting and internationally at the Roe Valley Beekeepers Assn in Limavady Ireland.  He 

has served GBA as Secretary, President and currently Middle GA Director.  Last year he 

successfully wrote a grant for GBA in which the association received funds for promoting 

GA honey.  He has completed the Welsh Honey Judge training and stewarded in the Great 

Yorkshire Show in Harrogate England last summer.       

 Keith is a sideline beekeeper with 30 colonies and has plans to expand in the future.    

Keith and his wife, Rose Anne produce local wildflower, Sourwood and Cotton honey.  Keith 

also works with new beekeepers in his area providing guidance and advice.  Keith was ac-

tually speechless when his name was announced and would like to thank the GBA mem-

bers for this award.   



2009 State Honey Show 

 

Congratulations to all the honey show winners!     

 We had a great show with lots of entries, despite a poor year for honey 

production.  Cindy Hodges was the top money winner.  She has learned to play 

the game, by entering as many categories as possible.  Keith Fielder won Best 

of Show with his Cotton Honey and now the customers are òeating it upó!     

Scenes from the Fall Meeting in Rock Spring, GA. 



Weõre on the Web! 

www.gabeekeeping.com  

Georgia Beekeepers Association         

Georgia Buzz Newsletter           

Rose Anne Fielder             

243 Folds Rd.           

Eatonton, GA 31024 

GA Beekeepers Association 

Spring Meeting  

February 12 - 13 

Moultrie, GA  

  

 


